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The Case for 

Collection Diversity 

in Academic Libraries 

 The use of diversity  
assessment tools,  com-
paring bibliographies, 
subject headings and 
other collections to your 
own collection.  
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How can I find out 

if my collection is 

diverse? 
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Library Bill of 

Rights 

Diversity means 
that all view-
points, opin-
ions, and sides 
are accounted 
for within a col-
lection. 

What if my 

patrons 

complain? 

 

 

Intellectual  

Freedom 

 Intellectual freedom is the right 

that individuals have to 
“express freely ideas and be-
liefs without restriction from 
government or other authori-
ties.” 

 right to access materials and 
information without restriction 

 intellectual freedom also up-
holds the Constitution, libraries 
are not the legal judge of what 
is right and wrong 

 adopted by the American Li-

brary Association (ALA) 

 First article states “books and 

other library resources should 
be provided for the interest, 
information, and enlightenment 
of all people.”  (ALA, 1996) 

 Second article states “libraries 

should provide materials and 
information presenting all points 
of view on current and historical 
issues.”  

 “Librarians have a professional 

responsibility to be inclusive, 
not exclusive, in collection de-
velopment and in the provision 
of interlibrary loan.” (ALA, 1996) 

ALA Code of 

Ethics 

 guiding principles of ethics in 

librarianship and explains the 
ethical obligations of libraries 

 The second principle states “we 

uphold the principles of intellectu-
al freedom and resist all efforts to 
censor library resources.” 

 another principle states that li-

brarians must not let their per-
sonal beliefs interfere (ALA, 
2008) 

 

How do I justify 

the materials in 

the collection? 

Explain your collection policy 
and state that there is an ef-
fort to collect diverse materi-
als. Write down the formal 
complaint of the item for a 
future review. Also, state all 
library users are given equal 
protection and you will listen 
to their complaint but you can-
not restrict other users’ rights 
to access items.  

What is 

Diversity? 

In compliance with the Li-
brary Bill of Rights and Code 
of Ethics, libraries provide 
access to all materials that 
are legal to obtain. The li-
brary is not a legal or moral 
judge of an item.  


